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Art Unit: 2881 
Paper No. 6 



Restriction/Election 
Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 
I. Claims 1-2, 4, 6, 8-1 1, 14-16, 18, 20-23, 26-27, 29, 31 and 33-36, drawn to a 
method using a probe for measuring a sample in a scanning probe microscope, 
classified in class 250, subclass 307. 

Claims 39-43, drawn to an illumination system for an opaque or optically limited 
or blocked stage, classified in class 156, subclass 121. 

Claim 44, drawn to a process for nanomaching a tip or tool, classified in class 438, 
subclass 478. 



II 



III 



IV. Claims 45-47, drawn to a nanomaching system using a tip or tool for measuring a 
sample, classified in class 250, subclass 306. 

V. Claims 48-49, drawn to a nanomaching system using a tip or tool for cutting the 
target volume of a sample, classified in class 250, subclass 492.2. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because: 

Inventions I, II, III, IV and V are distinct, each of the inventions I, II, III, IV and V recites 
the limitations not recited in the other invention. The differing limitations make the inventions I, 
II, III, IV and V patentably distinct from one another, i.e., a reference that anticipates or makes 
obvious one of the inventions I, II, III, IV and V would not by itself anticipate or make obvious 
the other invention. 
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Application/Control Number: 10/019,009 
Attorney's Docket No. 020921 -00070US 



Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art because of their recognized divergent subject matter, restriction for 
examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

A telephone call was made to David N. Slone on 05-27-03 to request an oral election to 
the above restriction requirement, but did not resuh in an election being made. 

Applicant is advised that the response to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 
CFR 1.143). 

u M u^'l '"'^"''^ concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Examiner Kiet T. Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 308-4855. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9318. 

K,T.N/Pnmary 

June 7, 2003 



KIETT. NGUYEN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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